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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON DIVERSION 
AND RECORD RESTRICTION:

RAMONA  TOOLE, DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY
ramona.toole@fultoncountyga.gov

EPIFFANY HENRY, DEPUTY CHIEF - ADULT DIVERSION DIRECTOR
epiffany.henry@fultoncountyga.gov

JOB FAIR
The Adult Diversion Division of Fulton County District Attorney's Office 
hosted a Job Fair where attendees had the opportunity to explore 
new career paths and meet with employers from various industries 
actively hiring for full-time or part-time positions. Participants were 
encouraged to bring their resumes and take advantage of networking 
opportunities with other job seekers and potential employers. 
At this event, on the spot record restriction services were offered 
complimentary headshots were provided by the DA’s Office amazing 
Graphics Team.

The Diversion Unit educated the citizens of Fulton County on the 
benefits of diverting cases and highlighted the many successes of 
the program to include: Over 700 cases enrolling into the Diversion 
Program, directly allowing them the benefit of Dismissal and Record 
Restrictions in lieu of Convictions, as well as over $230,000.00 in 
restitution funds being returned to victims. This program has saved the 
State of Georgia over $15,000,000.00 due to its existence.





Emotional Storm: How to Manage Your Feelings at Work When You’re 
Feeling Blue

In the bustling world of trials, motions, and relentless P and As, it’s not 
uncommon to feel a wave of sadness wash over you at work. Whether it’s due 
to personal struggles, FCDA pressures, or just one of those days, managing your 
emotions is crucial for maintaining both your mental health and productivity. 
Here are some effective strategies to help you navigate through the blues 
without letting them derail your day.
1. The first step in managing your emotions is to acknowledge them. Denying 
or suppressing what you feel can lead to increased stress and anxiety. Take a 
moment to identify your emotions—are you feeling overwhelmed, frustrated, or 
simply sad? Understanding what you’re experiencing is crucial. Write it down, talk 
to a trusted colleague, or take a few deep breaths to ground yourself.
2. When the weight of your feelings becomes too heavy, it’s essential to take 
breaks, but do so mindfully. Step outside for a breath of fresh air, take a short 
walk, or engage in a quick meditation session. The seasons are changing and 
the air is crisp. Moments of respite can help clear your mind and provide a fresh 
perspective. Even a few minutes spent away from your desk can work wonders 
for your emotional state.
3. Mindfulness techniques can be incredibly effective in managing emotions. 
Simple breathing exercises, such as inhaling deeply for four counts, holding for 
four, and exhaling for four, can help calm your nerves and center your thoughts. 
4. Sometimes, a friendly chat can be the perfect remedy for feeling blue. Reach 
out to a colleague for a coffee break or simply to talk. Did you know there’s 
a cool coffee shop down Mitchell? Sharing your feelings with someone who 
understands can lighten your emotional load. 
5. When you’re feeling down, setting overly ambitious goals can feel daunting. 
Instead, break your tasks into smaller, manageable steps. Celebrate small 
victories, and be kind to yourself if you need to adjust your workload (I know some 
people who need to do this, but I’m not calling any names). 
6. If feelings of sadness persist, consider seeking professional help. Fulton County 
offers an Employee Assistance Program that provides access to counseling and 
support. There’s no shame in asking for help, and taking this step can lead to 
significant improvements in your emotional health.
6. Finally, take a moment to reflect on your 
accomplishments, no matter how small. Gratitude 
can shift your focus from what’s wrong to 
what’s right in your life. Create a list of 
things you’re proud of, both personally and 
professionally, and revisit it when the blues 
strike.
Feeling blue at work is a common experience, 
but it doesn’t have to define your day. By 
acknowledging your feelings, taking mindful 
breaks, connecting with colleagues, and 
practicing self-compassion, you can navigate 
through the emotional storm and emerge 
stronger. Remember, it’s okay to have tough days, 
but with the right strategies, you can maintain 
your balance and continue thriving at 
work. Ilona Rolack

Deputy Victim Witness Advocate
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LAW CORNER
Dealing with Motion to Bifurcate Trial and Sever Possession of Firearm by Convicted Felon 
Charges

In certain cases, the Defendant can file a motion to sever charges in the indictment that they deem to 

be too prejudicial to remain on the indictment in conjunction with the other enumerated offenses in 

said indictment. This is not uncommon in cases involving the charge of “Possession of a Firearm by a 

Convicted Felon.” The rationale here is that there is an inherent prejudicial effect in the charge since 

the allegation is that the Defendant is a convicted felon and thus, the jury may decisions based on his 

“bad character” as opposed to the evidence supporting the indictment in the case. This will obviously 

be a moot point if it is the only charge in the indictment against the Defendant, but it is a consideration 

the court may have to make if there are other counts alleging different offenses. In certain cases, the 

Court may be required to sever the charge from the remaining counts in the indictment and essentially 

hold a bifurcated trial. In those cases, the court will hold a trial on the other charges, a jury will render a 

verdict, and subsequent to that, evidence will be presented as to the defendant’s convicted felon status 

so that the jury can decide if the defendant is guilty of being in possession of a firearm as a convicted 

felon. In cases involving a possession of a firearm by convicted felon charge that also serves as the 

predicate offense for another charge, case law is abundantly clear that a motion to sever the charge and 

bifurcate the trial in such a case should be denied. Cooks v. State, 299 Ga. 787 (2016) (motion to bifurcate 

a possession of firearm by convicted felon charge where it serves as a predicate offense for Felony 

Murder should be denied); see also Lang v. State, 344 Ga. App. 623 (2018) (Trial court did not commit error 

by denying motion to bifurcate in gang case where  the possession of a firearm by a convicted felon 

charge was material to the criminal gang activity count as it was the underlying felony for that count). 

However, if the Defendant’s status as a convicted felon is not material or related to any other charge on 

the indictment save for the charge involving possession of a firearm by a 

convicted felony, the Georgia Supreme Court has held that a trial 

court shall bifurcate the trial so that the jury will hear the evidence 

on the more serious charges and render a verdict on those before 

commencing with the second phase of the trial and hearing 

evidence of the Defendant’s status as a convicted felon. Vann v. 

State, 266 Ga. App. 238 (2004). An argument could be made if the 

Defendant’s status as a convicted felon, albeit unrelated to other 

counts in the indictment, could be admissible in the State’s case-

in-chief if it is part of the proof required for Rule 404(b) evidence. 

Gautam Rao
Deputy District Attorney, Training



SCAN HERE FOR >>>>>>>>>
Peace & Prevenetion Video

The Peace and Prevention Summit was a community event hosted by the Fulton 
County District Attorney’s Office, in  partnership with Atlanta Public Schools, to bring the 
community together while providing services and education that focused on violence 
prevention. This event met a requirement of our Community Violence Intervention and 
Prevention Initiative grant. The purpose and importance of the event were to convene with 
the community and to show how our office is helping combat community-based violence 
in the courtroom and the community.

Youth and parents participated in panel discussions and workshops on topics affecting 
youth and their families. Parents attended the Court and Elected Officials Panel (Panelists: 
Councilman Byron Amos, Chief Judge Renata Turner, Chief Senior ADA Jawara Mars, APS 
Board Member Alfred “Shivy” Brooks) while youth attend the E4: Enrollment, Enlistment, 
Employment, and Entrepreneurship Panel (Panelist: Femi Johnson, Shane’ Terry, Tre Pleas, 
Sgt. Daniels, and Sgt. Orystaloski). Parents chose to attend one of the following workshops: 
Human Trafficking (DDA Earnelle Winfrey and ADA Tarrance Miller), Parenting in the Wake 
of Trauma (Dr. Chanda Pilgrim), and Stories from Our Mothers (Mothers Against Gang 
Violence and Demonica Banks). Options for youth workshops included Youth and the Law 
(Senior ADA Lashawnda Woods-Roberts), The Art of Conversation (The Progress Place), 
Do’s and Don’ts of Teen Dating Violence (DDA Asia Baysah, Chief Inv. Paula Duprey, and 
Jazmin Dilligard). Youth, parents, and community members were able to attend our Lunch 
and Learn: The Gang Crisis in Fulton County (Justin French). The event culminated with a 
Job and Resource Fair with over 30 vendors.

For More Information, Contact:
Kendall Watkins at 
kendall.watkins@fultoncountyga.gov
 









CONVICTION ALERTS

STATE VS. STEPHANIE AGEE
Congratulations to the Domestic Violence Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Stephanie Agee, the Defendant pled guilty 
to all counts including Felony Murder, Murder, and Aggravated Assault with a Deadly Weapon. Judge Eric Dunaway 
sentenced the Defendant to life in Prison.

Deputy District Attorney Asia Baysah
Assistant District Attorney Abigail Potter
Assistant District Attorney Tim Pennington
Senior Investigator Ranetta Cruse
Legal Assistant Cassie Lundy
Victim Witness Advocate Sandra Jean-Louis

STATE VS. SHAMIR LASHAWN FLOYD
Congratulations to the Major Case Unit Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Shamir Lashawn Floyd, the Defendant was 
found guilty on all counts including Felony Murder, Homicide by Vehicle 1st Degree, and Serious Injury by Vehicle. Judge 
Thomas Cox sentenced the Defendant to Two Consecutive Life Sentences Without the Possibility of Parole followed by 10 
Years to Serve. 

Deputy District Attorney Kelcee Jones-Connor 
Senior Assistant District Attorney Donita Morris
Assistant Chief Investigator Bernice Higgins 
Legal Assistant Brenda Sharpe 
Legal Assistant Rishia Lee
Victim Witness Advocate Christian Williams

STATE VS. JOSHUA SMITH
Congratulations to the Major Case Unit Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Joshua Smith, the Defendant was found guilty 
on all counts including Felony Murder, Murder, and Theft by Taking. Judge Alice Benton sentenced the Defendant to Life 
Without the Possibility of Parole plus 5 Consecutive Years to Serve.

Senior Assistant District Attorney John Weitnauer
Assistant District Attorney Celeste Patten
Senior Investigator Joseph King 
Legal Assistant Rishia Lee
Victim Witness Advocate Christian Williams



CONVICTION ALERTS

STATE VS. BRANDON BONNER
Congratulations to the CAC Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Brandon Bonner, the Defendant was found guilty on all 
counts including Murder in the 2nd Degree and Cruelty to Children in the 2nd Degree. Judge Emily Richardson will 
sentence the Defendant later this month.

Assistant District Attorney Robert Shapiro
Assistant District Attorney Nalda “Kay” Charles
Assistant Chief Investigator Temperance Stoddard
Investigator Allonya Ragland 
Legal Assistant Lynette Gilbert
Victim Witness Advocate Jasmyn Drummond
Victim Witness Advocate Christen Clarke

STATE VS. JACORI ECHOLS
Congratulations to the Major Case Unit Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Jacori Echols, the Defendant was found guilty 
on all counts including Felony Murder, Murder, and Aggravated Assault. Judge David Emerson sentenced the Defendant 
to Life Without the Possibility of Parole plus 65 Years to Serve.

Chief Senior Assistant District Attorney Danielle Russell
Chief Senior Assistant District Attorney Kassie Hall
Senior Investigator Jaysen Thomas 
Legal Assistant Quentin Wright
Victim Witness Advocate Cherrilie Tonge

STATE VS. MICHAEL WHITE
Congratulations to the Domestic Violence Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Michael White, the Defendant was found 
guilty on all counts including Felony Murder, Murder, and Aggravated Assault with a Deadly Weapon. Judge Robert 
McBurney sentenced the Defendant to Life in Prison.

Senior Assistant District Attorney Jazmin Willingham
Senior Investigator Emma Mills 
Legal Assistant Tiffany Horton
Senior Victim Witness Advocate Beverly Muhammad



CONVICTION ALERTS

STATE VS. KIAN WRIGHT
Congratulations to the Sexual Assault Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Kian Wright, the Defendant was found guilty 
on all counts including Rape, False Imprisonment, and Battery. Judge David Emerson sentenced the Defendant to Life 
Without the Possibility of Parole + Ten Years + 12 months to Serve.
 
Chief Senior Assistant District Attorney Alicia Taylor
Chief Senior Assistant District Attorney Christinia Clark
Investigator Kenneth Rucker
Legal Assistant Tiffany Horton
Senior Victim Witness Advocate LaTeeka Montgomery

STATE VS. ARMANDO BAUTISTA
Congratulations to the CAC Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Armando Bautista, the Defendant was found guilty on all 
counts including Rape, Incest, and Aggravated Child Molestation. Judge Robert McBurney sentenced the Defendant to 27 
Years to Serve with Life on Probation.

Assistant District Attorney Julian Jordan
Investigator Allonya Ragland 
Legal Assistant Tiffany Horton
Victim Witness Advocate Christen Clarke













Body camera video shows APD arrest fugitive on Most Wanted List for 
rapes from 1980s – WSB-TV Channel 2 - Atlanta (wsbtv.com)

https://www.wsbtv.com/news/local/atlanta/notorious-30-deep-gang-
member-accepts-plea-deal-avoids-new-trial-2007-murders/PV2OLCS-
FMVH5TP6SIAEZECWSLU/

https://www.wsbtv.com/news/local/atlanta/investigators-raid-office-at-
lantas-top-veneer-specialist-accused-being-fake-dentist/AB7CETGLX-
ZAJLNS5BZIGJ43IMA/

https://www.wsbtv.com/news/local/atlanta/atlanta-police-foun-
dation-renovates-notorious-drug-house-sells-it-police-officer/
BRO4NG3KF5DUHC32NSQZDTWTVI/


